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estimates to be submitted to the House of Oommonss
it called attention to the great depression which affected
the agricultural interest, and recommended the House of
Commons to consider the possibility of devising a
method "for mitigating the pressure of those local
burdens which bear heavily on the owners and occupiers
of land, and for distributing the burden of them more
equally over other descriptions of property." It then
specified the chief subjects of legislation to be proposed.
The first place was assigned to the urgent but perplexing
question of tithe in Ireland. Measures were also
announced "to promote the commutation of tithe in
England and Wales, to improve our civil jurisprudence
and the administration of justice in ecclesiastical causes,
to make provision for the more effectual maintenance of
ecclesiastical discipline, and to relieve those who
dissent from the doctrines or discipline of the Church
from the necessity of celebrating the ceremony of
marriage according to its rites." A Boyal Commission
had been appointed in the previous session to inquire
into the state of the municipal corporations, but as its
report had not been received, the consideration of the
subject was postponed. The Speech also announced the
appointment of an Ecclesiastical Commission for England
and Wales. " The especial object which I have in view,"
said the Speech, " in the appointment of this Commission
is, to extend more widely the means of religious worship
according to the doctrines of the Established Church, and
to confirm its hold upon the veneration and affection of
my people." The Speech further suggested that similar
treatment might with advantage be applied to the Church
of Scotland, and concluded in the spirit of the Tamworth